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OUR MISSION

SASC is a feminist, non-profit
organization. We work to end
sexual violence against women
and children and to support
female survivors and their
families and friends in
the Waterloo Region.

Sexual violence is one of many
forms of systemic violence. We
recognize the links between
sexual violence and all forms of
oppression including sexism,
racism, anti-Semitism,
heterosexism, classism, ableism,
equality and the elimination of all
discriminatory practices in society
and in our organization.

We affirm and celebrate women's
power to create social change by
challenging and transforming
institutions and relationships
which victimize women

and children.

Our vision is that all women and
children will live free from violence
and oppression.

Dear Friends,

This autumn marks SASC's 20th
Anniversary. In 1989, a handful of
community' women came together
determined to build a grassroots
Centre that could respond to our region's
critical need for sexual violence support
services. Passionate human rights
advocates, these women held a collective
vision of a future in which all women
and children could live free from violence
and oppression.

On December 6th, our nation will also
recognize the 20th anniversary of a
galvinizing moment in our history - the
massacre of 14 women in Montreal in
1989. In the corridors of Montreal's
Ecole Polytechnique, a gunman separated
men from women, and before opening
fire on female engineering students,
he screamed, "l hate feminists." In
1990, in solemn tribute to these women,
Mutual Life of Canada (now Sun Life
Financial) formed an Anti-Violence
Committee which donated $30,000 to
further assist in the establishment of our
Centre.

There is heartbreaking irony in the fact
that as we prepare our 20th anniversary
edition of Frontlines, there has been
another act of femicide. Geographically,
this event was even closer to Waterloo
Region than Montreal.

On August 4th, 2009, a gunman
targeted and shot twelve women in a
health club in Pennsylvania. He entered
the club in the Pittsburgh suburb,
turned out the lights on a dance-aerobics
class filled with women, and opened

fire with three guns. For months before
the shooting, his online blog revealed

him to be a seething misogynist who held
anger and frustration toward women.

Like the Montreal Massacre, the
Pittsburgh shootings echo the strategic
acts of domestic murder, abuse, rape,
and harassment committed by some
men fearful that the women in their
lives could assert.ﬁ:e}ater independence,
say no to men with impunity, and move

beyond traditional female roles.

As we mark both these anniversaries,
we know that violence against women
continues to be pervasive. It personally
touches all of our lives and the lives of
women near and dear to us. Thousands
of women in our community make use
of our crisis and counselling services
each year. The symbiotic relationship
between our sup{)ort services and

our public education efforts, however,
helps us perservere. History tells us
that with education, societal

change is possible.

As you peruse our newsletter, | invite
you to consider ways in which you
could join with us, and other like-minded
groups in our community, to contribute
to this effort.

Sincerely,

Sara Casselman
Community Relations
Coordinator
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